
 
 

May 3, 2024 

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL to:  

 

The Honorable President Joe Biden 

President of the United States 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

The Honorable Antony Blinken 

Secretary of State 

U.S. State Department 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20037 

 

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas 

Secretary of Homeland Security 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

2801 Nebraska Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20528 

 

Dear President Biden, Secretary Blinken, and Secretary Mayorkas: 

As we’ve written before along with hundreds of organizations, we are in agreement with the 69 

members of Congress that the Haitian community needs urgent attention.
1
 The highest concern 

for our Haitian community in Massachusetts is the extension and redesignation of the 

Republic of Haiti for Temporary Protected Status (TPS).    

The most recent designation of TPS for Haiti applied to all Haitians who were in the United 

States on November 6, 2022.
2
 A new redesignation of TPS would allow the thousands of 
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Haitians who arrived on or after November 7, 2022 to receive protection from deportation and 

work authorization.
3
 Massachusetts remains a top destination state for the Haitian community.

4
   

Most Haitians who arrived in the United States on or after November 7, 2022 were paroled.
5
 

Many are more than halfway through their one or two-year parole period, and some have already 

had their parole expire.
6
 Lack of a consistent, written re-parole process leaves these Haitians in a 

precarious legal position as losing their parole status will generally render them undocumented 

and vulnerable to deportation.
7
 Urgently for our low-income Haitian populations - as well as our 

state services providers and businesses - they will no longer have work authorization or any 

documentation of status once their parole expires.   

Many states, including Massachusetts, have seen significant strain on resources for newly arrived 

Haitians. Without housing access, Haitian families often have no choice but to sleep at the 

airport, in hospital emergency rooms or on the streets when shelters are full.
8
 Currently, the 

Massachusetts shelter system is at capacity, and there are approximately 8,500 Haitians in the 

shelter system that would benefit from a TPS redesignation.
9 

Additionally, many Haitians are on 
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waitlists or do not qualify for shelter.
10

 At the same time, Massachusetts and most other states 

have strong job markets, and employers are desperate to hire necessary workers to sustain their 

businesses.
11

 The Haitians who have received work authorization are able to join this labor 

market, gain financial independence, and better support themselves and their families. If TPS 

were redesignated, thousands of Haitians already here and already deemed worthy of legal status 

by virtue of having been paroled would now be able to maintain consistent employment with 

their initial 18-month work authorizations.
12

  

Significantly, redesignation would keep Haitians safe from the threat of deportation to one of the 

most dangerous countries in the world at a time when it sees record levels of deadly violence.
13

 

Protection against such deportation matters. As you know, conditions have deteriorated so much 

that Haiti has grown significantly more dangerous than it was when they fled.
14

 Given that Haiti 

has no formal government, returned families would be vulnerable to gangs who run 80% of Port 

au Prince and are known for using systemic rape, brutal murder, and kidnapping to control the 

terrorized and starving Haitians who were unable to flee the country.
15

 Just flying into Haiti 
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would be nearly impossible as gangs have closed airports, along with schools, hospitals, and 

municipal facilities.
16

 Twenty-two police stations have been closed and 4,500 prisoners have 

escaped in raids by gang members in March.
17

 Deported Haitian families attempting to return to 

another part of the country would be unable to do so because the roads leading out of Port au 

Prince have been blocked.
18

 Even if they were able to find a way outside the city, they would be 

unlikely to survive as the blockades prevent delivery of oxygen, fuel, clean water, and food.
 19

 

Currently, 1.4 million Haitians are “a step away from famine.”
20

 It would be nearly impossible 

for these families to return to a previous residence as gangs have raided, burned and claimed 

whole sections of the country.
21

 Over 362,000 Haitians are displaced, and that number is 

growing rapidly with the significant increase in gang activity over the last few months.
22

 

Deported Haitian families would likely be forced to live in unofficial shelters, where they would 

be subjected to extreme violence and sexual assault.
23

 Women and girls would be particularly 
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targeted for systemic rape and sexual violence.
24

 These are the very sorts of conditions that TPS, 

a humanitarian safety valve, is supposed to address.
25

 

A refusal to grant TPS to Haiti at this desperate time will likely cause significant damage to the 

Biden administration’s public standing in states and cities that are struggling to support newly 

arrived immigrants and will face additional harms without such redesignation.
26

 Further, the 

administration should be taking a step forward rather than backward and honor its promise to 

create an immigration system that treats people fairly and humanely.
27

 Haitian immigrants, who 

are black, have faced significant mistreatment at the hands of the United States government in 

recent years. Examples include news stories and photographs of CBP officers whipping Haitians, 

technical difficulties with the CBP One app that resulted in the misidentification of Haitians and 

other dark-skinned immigrants, news coverage of overcrowded detention facilities that resulted 

in starvation for Haitian families, and deportation of Haitian nationals to the war-torn country.
28
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There are approximately 731,000 Haitian-born people living in the United States.
29

 If the United 

States fails to act on TPS as the country spirals further into chaos, there will be a substantial loss 

of trust by Haitians, immigrants, and people of color in the United States. This administration 

extended and redesignated TPS to Haiti in 2023 because significant gang violence, political 

instability, and a lack of access to healthcare, food, water, and safety made “return to Haiti 

dangerous for Haitian nationals living in the United States.”
30

 Conditions have only deteriorated 

since January 2023, reaching catastrophic levels. The violence and instability became so 

dangerous that marines airlifted non-essential government officials from Port au Prince.
31

 Haiti is 

listed as a Level 4 “Do Not Travel” country, the highest level of danger by the Department of 

State.
32

  

Given that Haiti is significantly worse than it was at the time of the previous designation, and 

that conditions are so dangerous that United States citizens have been evacuated, a refusal to 

redesignate Haiti would be tantamount to sacrificing the Haitian families who are currently 

residing safely in the United States. We implore you to re-designate TPS for Haiti.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Heather Yountz 

Iris Gomez 

Dierdre Giblin 

Melanie Chaput  

Jeanne Funk 

Massachusetts Law Reform Institute 
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