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DATA SNAPSHOT

Analyses of data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau between January and May 2023 
show that 70.4 percent of New England households with a child under age five used 
at least some child care in the past seven days. However, analysis of type of care used 
demonstrates that more than one-third of these households are juggling multiple care 
arrangements to meet family needs (Figure 1). Households using care report center-
based care as the most common arrangement (61.3 percent), although just 30.2 percent 
use only that type. About half of those who use center-based or relative care use only 
those forms, while between one-quarter and one-third of those using non-relative or 
home-based care use only that kind of care. Findings suggest that even having access to 
a formal slot in center- or home-based care may not be sufficient for meeting families’ 
needs. Finding the right type and mix of care is complex and underscores the need for 
flexible and diverse child care options for New England families.

Seventy percent of New England 
households with a child under 
five use child care, and more 
than one-third of those rely on 
multiple arrangements.
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FIGURE 1. CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS AMONG NEW ENGLAND HOUSEHOLDS WITH 
CHILDREN UNDER AGE FIVE WHO USE AT LEAST SOME CARE

Note: Estimates are calculated using household-level replicate weights. Percentages in Figure 1 are calculated only among 
New England households with a child under five who report using at least some child care in the past seven days. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Household Pulse Survey, Phases 3.7–3.8 (partial), Weeks 53–57
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