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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

AT SEATTLE

OCEANGATE INC.,

Plaintiff,
vs.

DAVID LOCHRIDGE and CAROLE
REID LOCHRIDGE, and the marital
community composed thereof,

Defendants.

No. ___________________

NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF
ACTION

TO THE CLERK OF THE COURT:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1441 and 1446, Defendants

David Lochridge and Carole Reid Lochridge (“Defendants”) hereby file this Notice of Removal

of this case from the Superior Court of the State of Washington in and for the County of

Snohomish, case number 18-2-05651031, where it is currently pending, to the United States

District Court for the Western District of Washington, Seattle Division. This case is removable

to this Honorable Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332 because the parties are citizens of different

states and the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000 exclusive of costs or interest. See

Exhibit A, Complaint.

In support of such removal, Defendants respectfully show the Court as follows:
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A. Procedural Matters

1. Plaintiff instituted this civil action in the Superior Court of the State of

Washington, Snohomish County, on June 26, 2018.

2. The first date upon which Defendants received a copy of the said complaint was

June 29, 2018, when Defendants were served copies of the summons and complaint from the

said state court. A true and copy of the summons is attached hereto as Exhibit B.

3. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b), this Notice of Removal is filed within thirty (30)

days after service of the initial pleading on Defendants upon which such action is based.

4. Intradistrict Assignment: The United States District Court for the Western

District of Washington, Seattle Division, is the federal judicial district embracing the Court of

the Superior Court of the State of Washington, Snohomish County, where this suit was originally

filed. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 128(b) and 1441(a), and LCR 3(d), assignment in the Seattle

Division for the Western District of Washington is proper.

B. Plaintiff’s Allegations

5. Plaintiff alleges that Defendant David Lochridge violated the terms of his

employment agreement by allegedly discussing matters related to his employment with Vulcan

and other OceanGate employees. Complaint at ¶¶ 19, 32.

6. Plaintiff alleges that it spent $16,267 on legal fess associated with immigration

applications for Defendants. Complaint at ¶ 23. Plaintiff alleges that Defendant David

Lochridge manufactured a reason to be terminated after the immigration process was completed.

7. Plaintiff brings claims for breach of contract, fraud, unjust enrichment,

conversion, injunctive relief, and misappropriate of trade secrets. Complaint at ¶¶ 34-61.
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C. The Court had jurisdiction over Plaintiff’s claims

8. Complete diversity of parties exists in this case, as Plaintiff is a Washington

corporation with its principal place of business in Washington, and Defendants are citizens of

Texas. See Exhibit C, Declaration of Higgins.

9 The total amount in controversy exceeds $75,000. See Declaration of Higgins.

10. Accordingly, the Court has jurisdiction over this claim pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §

1332(a).

D. Miscellaneous

11. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. 1446(d), written notice of the filing of this Notice of

Removal will be given to the Plaintiff and to the Clerk of the Superior Court of the State of

Washington in and for the County of Snohomish.

12. The prerequisites for removal under 28 U.S.C. § 1441 have been met.

13 The allegations of this Notice are true and correct this cause is removable to

United States District Court for the Western District of Washington, Seattle Division.

WHEREFORE, Defendants, by and through their counsel, and through the filing of this

Notice of Removal, the giving written notice thereof to Plaintiff, and the filing of a copy of this

Notice of Removal with the clerk of the Superior Court of the State of Washington, Snohomish

County, effect the removal of said civil action to this Honorable Court.
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DATED this 24th day of July, 2018.

LAW OFFICES OF ALEX J. HIGGINS

By: s/Alex J. Higgins_______________
Alex J. Higgins (WSBA #20868)
2200 6th Ave
Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98121
(206) 340-4856
alex@alexjhiggins.com

Attorney for Defendants
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 
AT SEATTLE  

 
  

 
OCEANGATE INC.,  

Plaintiff, 

v. 

DAVID LOCHRIDGE and CAROLE REID 
LOCHRIDGE, and the marital community 
composed thereof, 
 

 Defendants. 

     
     No. 18-2-05651-31 
 

 
DECLARATION OF ALEX J. HIGGINS 
IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS’ 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 

      
I, ALEX J. HIGGINS, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States, declare that 

the following is true and correct: 

1. I am over the age of 18, have personal knowledge of the matters set forth in this 

declaration, and am otherwise competent to testify.  I am the sole attorney representing 

Defendants David Lochridge and Carole Reid Lochridge in this matter. 

2. Prior to filing the Notice of Removal, I had an email exchange with Plaintiff’s counsel, 

Thomas Gilman, wherein I asked if his client would be willing to stipulate that the 

amount in controversy did not exceed $75,000.  Mr. Gilman declined that invitation, 

reserving the right to pursue more than $75,000 in damages exclusive of fees and costs. 
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3. The Complaint appears to allege serious breaches by the Defendants and either damage to 

or failure to return expensive equipment used in submarines or other submersible vessels. 

4. The defendants in this matter, David Lochridge and Carole Reid Lochridge, live in the 

State of Texas.   

5. Defendants were served with the summons and complaint for this matter on June 29, 

2018, at their home in Texas. 

EXECUTED on this 24th day of July, 2018, at Seattle, Washington. 
         
 
  

 
/s/Alex J. Higgins___________ 
Alex J. Higgins 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

AT SEATTLE

OCEANGATE INC.,

Plaintiff,
vs.

DAVID LOCHRIDGE and CAROLE
REID LOCHRIDGE, and the marital
community composed thereof,

Defendants.

No. ___________________

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on July 24, 2018, I electronically filed the Notice of Removal, along
with attachments, with the Clerk of the Court using CM/ECF system. I further certify that on
this same day, I caused copies of these documents to be delivered to Thomas Gilman,
counsel for Plaintiff, at:

Thomas L. Gilman
Barret & Gilman
100 2nd Ave, Suite 3000
Seattle, WA 98104
tgilman@bgseattle.com

DATED this 24th day of July, 2018.

s/Alex J. Higgins_______________
Alex J. Higgins (WSBA #20868)
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