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 Affidavit of Merritt Schnipper 
 
I, Merritt Schnipper, hereby depose and state the following to the best of my knowledge, in-

formation and belief: 
 

1.  I am an attorney and I have been licensed to practice law in Massachusetts since 2009. 
 

 
2. In my current law practice, I represent Tamik Kirkland on appeal from his conviction. Mr. 
Kirkland is also a Plaintiff in the above named lawsuit who is currently serving a sentence in Unit P-2 
on the north side of Souza Baranowski Correctional Center (SBCC).  
 



 

 

3.  Prior to the alleged assaults on January 10, 2020, I regularly communicated with Mr. Kirk-
land through email, which he was able to access through his tablet. However, after the alleged as-
saults, all communication was disrupted. Between January 8, 2020, when I last visited with Mr. Kirk-
land, and January 28, 2020, when I next saw him in court, I emailed Mr. Kirkland three times with 
information regarding his case. He did not respond to any of my communications. 
 
5.   On January 28, 2020, when I next met with Mr. Kirkland at Hamden Superior Court, he re-
ported to me that all his property was removed from his cell after the alleged assaults, including his 
legal paperwork, his tablet, and the medical brace that he wore on his leg. He appeared in court in 
prison slippers, and reported these were the only shoes he had been permitted. 
 
6.   Mr. Kirkland reported seeing dogs biting prisoners and officers using tasers. He also wit-
nessed officers wearing plastic knuckles and striking inmates. He and all other prisoners were forced 
to strip down to their underwear and sent to the gym. During this time, all personal property was re-
moved from their cells. 
 
7. All the while that Mr. Kirkland observed the officers assaulting the prisoners, he reports that 
he was unable to access the law library, had no access to his legal paperwork, and could not com-
municate with me, his lawyer.  
 
8.  As a result of my inability to communicate with Mr. Kirkland, I was unable to prepare addi-
tional arguments regarding his appeal that he wished to pursue. This has caused delay in my ability 
to pursue all legal arguments necessary for his appeal and review of his conviction.   
 
 Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury this 9th day of February 2020. 
       
       /s/ Merritt Schnipper    
       Merritt Schnipper, BBO# 676543 


