
Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

OVERAL

L

REGIS 

VOTERS

Overall

Register

ed 

Voters

Democra

t

Republic

an

Indepen

dent Male Female

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count 501 434 151 62 237 239 262

Excellent 9% 10% 12% 16% 6% 12% 7%

Very good 23% 23% 21% 18% 25% 22% 23%

Good 26% 26% 26% 25% 28% 26% 27%

Fair 25% 27% 21% 27% 30% 21% 28%

Poor 16% 14% 19% 15% 10% 17% 14%

Don't know / Refused 1% % % 0% 1% 1% %

Excellent / very good 32% 33% 33% 34% 32% 34% 30%

Good 26% 26% 26% 25% 28% 26% 27%

Fair / poor 41% 41% 41% 42% 39% 39% 43%

Don't know / Refused 1% % % 0% 1% 1% %

Better off 8% 9% 10% 9% 8% 8% 8%

Worse off 58% 59% 57% 57% 64% 58% 57%

About the same 32% 29% 32% 31% 25% 30% 34%

Don't know / Refused 3% 2% 2% 3% 3% 4% 1%

Excellent 4% 4% 3% 4% 5% 5% 2%

Very good 10% 12% 10% 8% 14% 11% 10%

Good 29% 31% 28% 37% 32% 33% 26%

Fair 33% 31% 33% 30% 29% 31% 35%

Poor 23% 21% 25% 20% 19% 19% 26%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 1% 0% 2% 1% 1%

Excellent / very good 14% 16% 13% 12% 19% 16% 12%

Good 29% 31% 28% 37% 32% 33% 26%

Fair / poor 56% 52% 58% 50% 48% 49% 61%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 1% 0% 2% 1% 1%

Major effect 30% 27% 26% 25% 30% 27% 33%

Minor effect 22% 23% 24% 20% 23% 22% 22%

No effect at all 47% 49% 49% 55% 46% 50% 45%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1%

Overall, how would you rate the quality of 

life in Massachusetts today? Would you 

say it is excellent, very good, good, fair, or 

poor?

QUALITY OF LIFE IN MASSACHUSETTS

Looking ahead, do you think the next 

generation will be financially better off when 

they are your age, financially worse off, or 

about the same?

How would you rate your personal financial 

situation today? Would you say you are in 

excellent financial shape, very good shape, 

good shape, fair shape, or poor shape?

RATING OF PERSONAL FINANCIAL 

SITUATION

Econ effect on - You and your family’s 

holiday travel plans

GENDERPARTY REGISTRATION
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Excellent

Very good

Good

Fair

Poor

Don't know / Refused

Excellent / very good

Good

Fair / poor

Don't know / Refused

Better off

Worse off

About the same

Don't know / Refused

Excellent

Very good

Good

Fair

Poor

Don't know / Refused

Excellent / very good

Good

Fair / poor

Don't know / Refused

Major effect

Minor effect

No effect at all

Don't know / Refused

Overall, how would you rate the quality of 

life in Massachusetts today? Would you 

say it is excellent, very good, good, fair, or 

poor?

QUALITY OF LIFE IN MASSACHUSETTS

Looking ahead, do you think the next 

generation will be financially better off when 

they are your age, financially worse off, or 

about the same?

How would you rate your personal financial 

situation today? Would you say you are in 

excellent financial shape, very good shape, 

good shape, fair shape, or poor shape?

RATING OF PERSONAL FINANCIAL 

SITUATION

Econ effect on - You and your family’s 

holiday travel plans

18 to 29 30 to 44 45 to 59 60+

White / 

Caucasi

an

All 

others

Western 

/ Central 

MA

Southea

st MA

Outer 

Boston 

Suburbs

Boston / 

Inner 

Suburbs

76 113 158 154 424 66 140 61 174 100

21% 3% 6% 10% 8% 14% 9% 2% 11% 12%

15% 28% 18% 28% 26% 11% 19% 20% 22% 28%

29% 22% 23% 33% 28% 18% 31% 22% 26% 26%

18% 28% 31% 21% 23% 33% 20% 32% 29% 22%

15% 18% 21% 8% 15% 21% 19% 24% 12% 11%

2% 0% % 0% % 2% 2% 0% 0% %

36% 32% 25% 38% 34% 25% 28% 21% 33% 40%

29% 22% 23% 33% 28% 18% 31% 22% 26% 26%

33% 46% 52% 29% 38% 54% 39% 56% 42% 33%

2% 0% % 0% % 2% 2% 0% 0% %

13% 2% 6% 12% 8% 7% 7% 10% 10% 5%

34% 69% 61% 60% 60% 47% 59% 65% 56% 56%

49% 25% 31% 26% 30% 41% 30% 21% 32% 38%

4% 3% 2% 2% 2% 5% 4% 4% 2% 2%

3% 2% 5% 5% 4% 1% 2% 0% 7% 5%

7% 14% 13% 7% 13% 2% 9% 8% 13% 11%

31% 25% 22% 41% 30% 26% 28% 31% 27% 31%

32% 30% 31% 39% 31% 39% 36% 29% 29% 35%

25% 29% 29% 8% 22% 29% 24% 32% 23% 17%

2% 0% 1% 1% % 2% 2% 0% 1% 1%

9% 16% 17% 12% 17% 3% 11% 8% 20% 16%

31% 25% 22% 41% 30% 26% 28% 31% 27% 31%

57% 59% 59% 46% 53% 69% 59% 61% 52% 52%

2% 0% 1% 1% % 2% 2% 0% 1% 1%

34% 30% 36% 21% 27% 45% 27% 40% 24% 33%

22% 22% 21% 23% 23% 18% 19% 14% 21% 27%

42% 49% 42% 55% 49% 37% 55% 46% 55% 38%

2% 0% % 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% % 2%

AGE CATEGORIES RACE REGIONS
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Excellent

Very good

Good

Fair

Poor

Don't know / Refused

Excellent / very good

Good

Fair / poor

Don't know / Refused

Better off

Worse off

About the same

Don't know / Refused

Excellent

Very good

Good

Fair

Poor

Don't know / Refused

Excellent / very good

Good

Fair / poor

Don't know / Refused

Major effect

Minor effect

No effect at all

Don't know / Refused

Overall, how would you rate the quality of 

life in Massachusetts today? Would you 

say it is excellent, very good, good, fair, or 

poor?

QUALITY OF LIFE IN MASSACHUSETTS

Looking ahead, do you think the next 

generation will be financially better off when 

they are your age, financially worse off, or 

about the same?

How would you rate your personal financial 

situation today? Would you say you are in 

excellent financial shape, very good shape, 

good shape, fair shape, or poor shape?

RATING OF PERSONAL FINANCIAL 

SITUATION

Econ effect on - You and your family’s 

holiday travel plans

Less 

than 

$25k

$25-

$75k

$75-

$150k

More 

than 

$150k

High 

School 

or less

Some 

college, 

no 

degree

College 

graduate 

(BA/BS)

Advance

d degree

67 162 137 47 131 130 156 81

3% 3% 13% 13% 6% 10% 12% 13%

16% 22% 34% 28% 15% 23% 31% 33%

22% 27% 24% 43% 21% 30% 30% 33%

21% 31% 23% 11% 30% 24% 18% 17%

36% 16% 6% 5% 27% 13% 8% 5%

2% % 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0%

19% 25% 47% 41% 21% 33% 43% 46%

22% 27% 24% 43% 21% 30% 30% 33%

57% 47% 28% 16% 57% 37% 26% 22%

2% % 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0%

11% 8% 7% 4% 9% 8% 8% 6%

57% 61% 59% 70% 52% 66% 56% 63%

30% 28% 32% 26% 36% 26% 33% 28%

2% 4% 2% 0% 4% 0% 2% 4%

% % 5% 24% 1% 2% 7% 10%

1% 6% 21% 34% 3% 10% 14% 29%

14% 23% 39% 26% 25% 22% 45% 29%

35% 38% 29% 13% 36% 41% 24% 24%

48% 34% 7% 3% 35% 24% 9% 7%

2% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0%

1% 6% 25% 58% 3% 12% 21% 39%

14% 23% 39% 26% 25% 22% 45% 29%

83% 71% 36% 15% 71% 65% 33% 32%

2% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0%

41% 41% 13% 11% 41% 30% 16% 22%

16% 17% 29% 31% 13% 27% 25% 33%

43% 42% 57% 58% 45% 44% 58% 45%

0% 0% % 0% 1% 0% 0% 1%

INCOME RANGES EDUCATION LEVEL
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Excellent

Very good

Good

Fair

Poor

Don't know / Refused

Excellent / very good

Good

Fair / poor

Don't know / Refused

Better off

Worse off

About the same

Don't know / Refused

Excellent

Very good

Good

Fair

Poor

Don't know / Refused

Excellent / very good

Good

Fair / poor

Don't know / Refused

Major effect

Minor effect

No effect at all

Don't know / Refused

Overall, how would you rate the quality of 

life in Massachusetts today? Would you 

say it is excellent, very good, good, fair, or 

poor?

QUALITY OF LIFE IN MASSACHUSETTS

Looking ahead, do you think the next 

generation will be financially better off when 

they are your age, financially worse off, or 

about the same?

How would you rate your personal financial 

situation today? Would you say you are in 

excellent financial shape, very good shape, 

good shape, fair shape, or poor shape?

RATING OF PERSONAL FINANCIAL 

SITUATION

Econ effect on - You and your family’s 

holiday travel plans

Would 

not like 

to move

Somewh

ere else 

in 

Massach

usetts

Out of 

Massach

usetts

359 31 97

12% 2% 4%

25% 22% 20%

25% 41% 21%

27% 22% 22%

11% 13% 34%

1% 0% 0%

36% 25% 23%

25% 41% 21%

37% 35% 56%

1% 0% 0%

7% 3% 14%

59% 52% 53%

31% 45% 33%

3% 0% 1%

4% 5% 3%

12% 20% 5%

32% 11% 27%

33% 31% 29%

19% 33% 35%

1% 0% 1%

15% 24% 8%

32% 11% 27%

52% 65% 65%

1% 0% 1%

27% 31% 39%

23% 28% 17%

49% 41% 44%

1% 0% 0%

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE / 

WHERE
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

OVERAL

L

REGIS 

VOTERS

Overall

Register

ed 

Voters

Democra

t

Republic

an

Indepen

dent Male Female

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count 501 434 151 62 237 239 262

GENDERPARTY REGISTRATION

Major effect 33% 31% 34% 27% 33% 27% 38%

Minor effect 40% 39% 35% 38% 42% 40% 40%

No effect at all 24% 26% 27% 25% 24% 29% 18%

Don't know / Refused 3% 4% 4% 10% 1% 3% 3%

Own 56% 63% 50% 55% 69% 61% 51%

Rent 40% 33% 47% 44% 26% 35% 44%

Another arrangement (not read) 4% 3% 3% 1% 5% 4% 4%

Don't know / Refused % % 0% 0% 1% 0% 1%

Yes, has happened 55% 53% 59% 49% 52% 51% 58%

No, has not happened 45% 46% 41% 51% 48% 49% 42%

Don't know / Refused % % 0% 0% 1% % %

Yes, has happened 26% 23% 31% 19% 22% 21% 30%

No, has not happened 73% 76% 69% 81% 75% 76% 70%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 2% 3% 0%

Yes, has happened 22% 18% 24% 20% 14% 16% 27%

No, has not happened 77% 81% 76% 80% 84% 82% 73%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 3% 1% 1%

Yes, has happened 51% 52% 50% 49% 52% 42% 60%

No, has not happened 48% 47% 50% 51% 47% 58% 38%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1%

Yes, has happened 23% 21% 30% 21% 16% 24% 22%

No, has not happened 76% 78% 70% 79% 82% 76% 76%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 2%

Yes, has happened 31% 35% 33% 35% 34% 31% 31%

No, has not happened 69% 65% 67% 65% 65% 69% 68%

Don't know / Refused % % 0% 1% 1% % 1%

In last 5 years - Maxed out your credit 

cards

In last 5 years - Lost a significant amount of 

money in the stock market

Econ effect on - The amount you and your 

family will spend on gifts for the holidays 

this year

Do you own or rent your home?

In last 5 years - Felt a lot of stress because 

of financial problems

In last 5 years - Taken on more debt than 

you could handle

In last 5 years - Been unable to keep up 

with payments on a loan, including a 

student loan

In last 5 years - Postponed a major 

purchase like buying a house or taking a 

vacation due to financial concerns

This project sponsored by WBUR
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Major effect

Minor effect

No effect at all

Don't know / Refused

Own

Rent

Another arrangement (not read)

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

In last 5 years - Maxed out your credit 

cards

In last 5 years - Lost a significant amount of 

money in the stock market

Econ effect on - The amount you and your 

family will spend on gifts for the holidays 

this year

Do you own or rent your home?

In last 5 years - Felt a lot of stress because 

of financial problems

In last 5 years - Taken on more debt than 

you could handle

In last 5 years - Been unable to keep up 

with payments on a loan, including a 

student loan

In last 5 years - Postponed a major 

purchase like buying a house or taking a 

vacation due to financial concerns

18 to 29 30 to 44 45 to 59 60+

White / 

Caucasi

an

All 

others

Western 

/ Central 

MA

Southea

st MA

Outer 

Boston 

Suburbs

Boston / 

Inner 

Suburbs

76 113 158 154 424 66 140 61 174 100

AGE CATEGORIES RACE REGIONS

27% 46% 40% 16% 32% 37% 39% 43% 32% 27%

43% 35% 40% 44% 42% 34% 37% 41% 40% 41%

24% 20% 18% 34% 23% 22% 23% 14% 24% 25%

6% 0% 2% 6% 2% 7% 1% 1% 3% 7%

24% 55% 64% 75% 62% 28% 62% 52% 59% 51%

62% 44% 33% 24% 34% 67% 33% 41% 35% 46%

13% 2% 3% 1% 4% 5% 5% 5% 5% 3%

1% 0% 1% 0% % 0% 0% 2% 1% 0%

60% 67% 57% 34% 55% 54% 56% 65% 51% 47%

40% 33% 43% 65% 45% 46% 44% 33% 49% 53%

0% 0% 0% 1% % 0% 1% 1% 0% 0%

34% 35% 26% 9% 26% 27% 29% 21% 26% 24%

64% 65% 71% 91% 73% 72% 70% 79% 73% 74%

2% 0% 3% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 2%

37% 25% 21% 6% 18% 36% 21% 14% 26% 20%

59% 75% 79% 93% 81% 63% 78% 86% 73% 78%

4% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 2%

48% 72% 55% 28% 50% 54% 49% 55% 49% 50%

52% 28% 45% 70% 49% 43% 51% 43% 51% 49%

0% 1% 0% 2% % 2% 0% 2% 0% 1%

22% 33% 30% 5% 23% 22% 20% 25% 26% 21%

74% 67% 70% 93% 76% 76% 80% 75% 74% 76%

4% 0% 0% 2% 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 3%

15% 35% 42% 27% 32% 21% 26% 41% 29% 32%

85% 65% 56% 73% 68% 78% 74% 59% 71% 68%

0% 0% 1% 0% % 1% 0% 0% 1% 1%
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Major effect

Minor effect

No effect at all

Don't know / Refused

Own

Rent

Another arrangement (not read)

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

In last 5 years - Maxed out your credit 

cards

In last 5 years - Lost a significant amount of 

money in the stock market

Econ effect on - The amount you and your 

family will spend on gifts for the holidays 

this year

Do you own or rent your home?

In last 5 years - Felt a lot of stress because 

of financial problems

In last 5 years - Taken on more debt than 

you could handle

In last 5 years - Been unable to keep up 

with payments on a loan, including a 

student loan

In last 5 years - Postponed a major 

purchase like buying a house or taking a 

vacation due to financial concerns

Less 

than 

$25k

$25-

$75k

$75-

$150k

More 

than 

$150k

High 

School 

or less

Some 

college, 

no 

degree

College 

graduate 

(BA/BS)

Advance

d degree

67 162 137 47 131 130 156 81

INCOME RANGES EDUCATION LEVEL

45% 44% 26% 19% 37% 38% 28% 23%

40% 36% 38% 50% 38% 40% 39% 45%

10% 20% 36% 32% 20% 20% 31% 32%

4% 0% 1% 0% 6% 2% 3% 0%

22% 49% 79% 85% 46% 53% 61% 81%

70% 47% 19% 15% 49% 40% 36% 18%

8% 4% 1% 0% 5% 6% 3% 1%

0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0%

74% 68% 38% 33% 59% 61% 46% 45%

26% 31% 62% 67% 40% 39% 54% 55%

0% % 0% 0% % 0% 0% 0%

39% 35% 18% 9% 30% 29% 17% 23%

60% 65% 82% 91% 68% 71% 81% 77%

1% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 1% 0%

38% 24% 13% 15% 24% 22% 22% 15%

61% 75% 87% 85% 74% 77% 78% 85%

1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0%

49% 63% 51% 48% 46% 55% 57% 50%

51% 37% 49% 52% 53% 43% 43% 50%

0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 2% 0% 0%

45% 26% 13% 8% 29% 25% 14% 17%

55% 74% 84% 90% 71% 73% 83% 83%

0% 0% 3% 3% 0% 2% 3% 0%

7% 28% 44% 51% 19% 32% 43% 45%

93% 72% 56% 46% 81% 68% 56% 53%

0% 0% 0% 3% 0% 0% 1% 1%
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Major effect

Minor effect

No effect at all

Don't know / Refused

Own

Rent

Another arrangement (not read)

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

In last 5 years - Maxed out your credit 

cards

In last 5 years - Lost a significant amount of 

money in the stock market

Econ effect on - The amount you and your 

family will spend on gifts for the holidays 

this year

Do you own or rent your home?

In last 5 years - Felt a lot of stress because 

of financial problems

In last 5 years - Taken on more debt than 

you could handle

In last 5 years - Been unable to keep up 

with payments on a loan, including a 

student loan

In last 5 years - Postponed a major 

purchase like buying a house or taking a 

vacation due to financial concerns

Would 

not like 

to move

Somewh

ere else 

in 

Massach

usetts

Out of 

Massach

usetts

359 31 97

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE / 

WHERE

29% 52% 42%

42% 26% 34%

25% 18% 22%

4% 3% 2%

60% 44% 45%

36% 39% 51%

4% 14% 4%

% 3% 0%

49% 64% 71%

50% 36% 29%

% 0% 0%

22% 24% 40%

77% 72% 58%

1% 3% 1%

18% 34% 32%

81% 62% 68%

1% 4% 1%

48% 71% 57%

51% 29% 43%

1% 0% 0%

19% 14% 39%

81% 86% 57%

1% 0% 4%

32% 32% 27%

68% 68% 73%

1% 0% 0%
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

OVERAL

L

REGIS 

VOTERS

Overall

Register

ed 

Voters

Democra

t

Republic

an

Indepen

dent Male Female

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count 501 434 151 62 237 239 262

GENDERPARTY REGISTRATION

Yes, has happened 34% 30% 34% 22% 34% 30% 38%

No, has not happened 64% 67% 64% 76% 64% 66% 62%

Don't know / Refused 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% %

Yes, has happened 64% 65% 60% 68% 65% 61% 67%

No, has not happened 32% 31% 35% 27% 31% 33% 31%

Don't know / Refused 4% 4% 5% 5% 4% 6% 2%

Yes, has happened 43% 42% 42% 33% 45% 40% 46%

No, has not happened 55% 56% 57% 67% 51% 58% 51%

Don't know / Refused 2% 2% 1% 0% 4% 2% 3%

Very concerned 45% 45% 42% 52% 48% 47% 43%

Somewhat concerned 25% 26% 28% 21% 26% 23% 27%

Not too concerned 15% 14% 10% 16% 15% 13% 16%

Not at all concerned 14% 14% 19% 10% 11% 14% 13%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 2% 0% 1% 2% %

Very concerned 31% 31% 31% 34% 30% 30% 33%

Somewhat concerned 32% 32% 31% 35% 32% 28% 36%

Not too concerned 19% 17% 19% 11% 19% 19% 19%

Not at all concerned 17% 20% 19% 20% 19% 22% 13%

Don't know / Refused 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Very concerned 23% 22% 23% 22% 20% 21% 24%

Somewhat concerned 21% 21% 20% 19% 19% 18% 23%

Not too concerned 21% 20% 21% 16% 23% 21% 21%

Not at all concerned 35% 37% 37% 42% 36% 39% 30%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1%

Very / somewhat concerned 70% 71% 69% 74% 74% 71% 70%

Not too / not at all concerned 29% 28% 29% 26% 25% 28% 30%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 2% 0% 1% 2% %

Concern might happen to you - Being 

unable to maintain your current standard of 

living

Concern might happen to you - Not being 

able to afford to stay in your current home

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - NOT HAVING 

ENOUGH MONEY FOR RETIREMENT

In last 5 years - Worked in a job below your 

skill level just to have a paycheck coming in

In last 5 years - Seen the value of your 

home decrease substantially

In last 5 years - Worked for three or more 

years with no increase in your salary

Concern might happen to you - Not having 

enough money for retirement

This project sponsored by WBUR
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Concern might happen to you - Being 

unable to maintain your current standard of 

living

Concern might happen to you - Not being 

able to afford to stay in your current home

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - NOT HAVING 

ENOUGH MONEY FOR RETIREMENT

In last 5 years - Worked in a job below your 

skill level just to have a paycheck coming in

In last 5 years - Seen the value of your 

home decrease substantially

In last 5 years - Worked for three or more 

years with no increase in your salary

Concern might happen to you - Not having 

enough money for retirement

18 to 29 30 to 44 45 to 59 60+

White / 

Caucasi

an

All 

others

Western 

/ Central 

MA

Southea

st MA

Outer 

Boston 

Suburbs

Boston / 

Inner 

Suburbs

76 113 158 154 424 66 140 61 174 100

AGE CATEGORIES RACE REGIONS

50% 41% 32% 15% 34% 38% 35% 35% 36% 33%

48% 59% 67% 80% 65% 59% 64% 65% 63% 63%

2% 0% 1% 5% 2% 3% 1% 0% % 4%

49% 63% 66% 67% 63% 78% 63% 78% 68% 62%

36% 37% 32% 28% 33% 20% 34% 22% 27% 33%

15% 1% 3% 5% 4% 2% 3% 0% 4% 6%

35% 47% 56% 30% 43% 45% 40% 43% 47% 39%

64% 50% 41% 67% 55% 51% 57% 56% 50% 58%

1% 3% 3% 3% 2% 3% 3% 1% 3% 3%

38% 59% 54% 25% 45% 48% 50% 61% 41% 40%

26% 28% 26% 21% 25% 24% 22% 22% 26% 25%

22% 8% 11% 21% 15% 15% 17% 13% 18% 14%

14% 4% 10% 29% 14% 9% 12% 4% 14% 19%

1% 0% 0% 4% % 4% 0% 0% 1% 2%

28% 38% 38% 20% 29% 42% 37% 38% 31% 23%

30% 37% 31% 29% 35% 21% 30% 35% 27% 34%

27% 15% 16% 20% 18% 24% 17% 23% 19% 23%

15% 10% 15% 30% 18% 14% 15% 4% 23% 20%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

22% 24% 25% 18% 21% 27% 27% 23% 23% 19%

27% 21% 21% 15% 18% 32% 17% 26% 20% 20%

17% 28% 19% 18% 23% 14% 19% 24% 21% 24%

31% 27% 33% 49% 36% 27% 37% 27% 36% 34%

3% 0% 2% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 3%

64% 87% 79% 46% 71% 72% 72% 83% 67% 65%

35% 13% 21% 50% 29% 24% 28% 17% 32% 33%

1% 0% 0% 4% % 4% 0% 0% 1% 2%
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Concern might happen to you - Being 

unable to maintain your current standard of 

living

Concern might happen to you - Not being 

able to afford to stay in your current home

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - NOT HAVING 

ENOUGH MONEY FOR RETIREMENT

In last 5 years - Worked in a job below your 

skill level just to have a paycheck coming in

In last 5 years - Seen the value of your 

home decrease substantially

In last 5 years - Worked for three or more 

years with no increase in your salary

Concern might happen to you - Not having 

enough money for retirement

Less 

than 

$25k

$25-

$75k

$75-

$150k

More 

than 

$150k

High 

School 

or less

Some 

college, 

no 

degree

College 

graduate 

(BA/BS)

Advance

d degree

67 162 137 47 131 130 156 81

INCOME RANGES EDUCATION LEVEL

42% 47% 20% 13% 36% 40% 30% 26%

58% 50% 80% 87% 61% 60% 69% 74%

0% 3% % 0% 3% 0% % 1%

65% 78% 61% 60% 74% 64% 59% 53%

25% 21% 37% 40% 22% 28% 40% 47%

10% 1% 2% 0% 4% 8% 2% 0%

38% 49% 46% 33% 44% 49% 35% 43%

59% 50% 53% 59% 55% 48% 60% 55%

3% 1% 1% 8% 1% 3% 5% 1%

49% 55% 40% 24% 49% 56% 35% 32%

24% 20% 40% 27% 24% 17% 28% 41%

8% 14% 14% 27% 11% 16% 21% 15%

19% 9% 5% 22% 14% 11% 15% 12%

0% 2% 1% 0% 2% 0% 2% 1%

44% 39% 19% 11% 40% 34% 16% 26%

31% 32% 46% 37% 27% 29% 40% 39%

14% 17% 21% 19% 15% 23% 22% 19%

12% 12% 15% 34% 18% 13% 21% 15%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

42% 26% 9% 6% 30% 28% 8% 12%

22% 22% 20% 11% 21% 23% 15% 24%

11% 23% 22% 42% 13% 20% 35% 24%

25% 29% 47% 41% 34% 28% 38% 40%

0% 0% 3% 0% 1% 1% 3% 0%

73% 75% 80% 51% 73% 73% 63% 73%

27% 23% 19% 49% 26% 27% 36% 26%

0% 2% 1% 0% 2% 0% 2% 1%
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Yes, has happened

No, has not happened

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not too concerned

Not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Concern might happen to you - Being 

unable to maintain your current standard of 

living

Concern might happen to you - Not being 

able to afford to stay in your current home

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - NOT HAVING 

ENOUGH MONEY FOR RETIREMENT

In last 5 years - Worked in a job below your 

skill level just to have a paycheck coming in

In last 5 years - Seen the value of your 

home decrease substantially

In last 5 years - Worked for three or more 

years with no increase in your salary

Concern might happen to you - Not having 

enough money for retirement

Would 

not like 

to move

Somewh

ere else 

in 

Massach

usetts

Out of 

Massach

usetts

359 31 97

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE / 

WHERE

30% 49% 40%

68% 51% 58%

2% 0% 1%

62% 59% 81%

35% 37% 16%

3% 4% 3%

43% 44% 43%

55% 51% 55%

3% 5% 1%

41% 58% 51%

26% 31% 23%

14% 9% 19%

18% 2% 6%

2% 0% 0%

27% 41% 44%

33% 34% 28%

19% 20% 22%

22% 6% 7%

0% 0% 0%

21% 24% 26%

20% 20% 24%

20% 19% 23%

38% 37% 22%

% 0% 4%

67% 89% 74%

32% 11% 26%

2% 0% 0%
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

OVERAL

L

REGIS 

VOTERS

Overall

Register

ed 

Voters

Democra

t

Republic

an

Indepen

dent Male Female

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count 501 434 151 62 237 239 262

GENDERPARTY REGISTRATION

Very / somewhat concerned 63% 63% 62% 69% 62% 58% 68%

Not too / not at all concerned 37% 37% 38% 31% 38% 42% 32%

Don't know / Refused 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Very / somewhat concerned 43% 42% 43% 41% 40% 39% 47%

Not too / not at all concerned 56% 57% 57% 59% 59% 60% 51%

Don't know / Refused 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1%

Would like to move 29% 27% 30% 15% 29% 30% 29%

Would rather stay where you are 69% 71% 68% 84% 68% 69% 69%

Don't know / Refused 2% 2% 2% 1% 3% 1% 2%

Somewhere else in Massachusetts 23% 21% 29% 18% 20% 18% 28%

To another state in New England 24% 28% 28% 13% 26% 33% 16%

Out of New England altogether 47% 44% 42% 63% 42% 41% 53%

Don't know / Refused 5% 7% 0% 6% 11% 8% 3%

Would not like to move 69% 71% 68% 84% 68% 69% 69%

Somewhere else in Massachusetts 7% 6% 9% 3% 6% 5% 8%

To another state in New England 7% 7% 9% 2% 8% 10% 5%

Out of New England altogether 14% 12% 13% 9% 12% 12% 15%

Don't know / Refused 3% 4% 2% 2% 6% 4% 3%

Would you like to move somewhere else in 

Massachusetts, to another state in New 

England or out of New England altogether?

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE / TO WHERE.

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - BEING 

UNABLE TO MAINTAIN STD OF LIVING

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - NOT BEING 

ABLE TO AFFORD TO STAY IN 

CURRENT HOME

If you had the opportunity within the next 

few years, would you like to move out of 

your community, or would you rather stay 

where you are?

This project sponsored by WBUR
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Would like to move

Would rather stay where you are

Don't know / Refused

Somewhere else in Massachusetts

To another state in New England

Out of New England altogether

Don't know / Refused

Would not like to move

Somewhere else in Massachusetts

To another state in New England

Out of New England altogether

Don't know / Refused

Would you like to move somewhere else in 

Massachusetts, to another state in New 

England or out of New England altogether?

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE / TO WHERE.

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - BEING 

UNABLE TO MAINTAIN STD OF LIVING

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - NOT BEING 

ABLE TO AFFORD TO STAY IN 

CURRENT HOME

If you had the opportunity within the next 

few years, would you like to move out of 

your community, or would you rather stay 

where you are?

18 to 29 30 to 44 45 to 59 60+

White / 

Caucasi

an

All 

others

Western 

/ Central 

MA

Southea

st MA

Outer 

Boston 

Suburbs

Boston / 

Inner 

Suburbs

76 113 158 154 424 66 140 61 174 100

AGE CATEGORIES RACE REGIONS

58% 74% 68% 50% 64% 62% 68% 74% 58% 57%

42% 26% 32% 50% 36% 38% 32% 26% 42% 43%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

49% 45% 46% 33% 39% 59% 44% 49% 43% 39%

48% 55% 52% 67% 59% 41% 56% 51% 57% 58%

3% 0% 2% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 3%

53% 28% 23% 17% 28% 35% 25% 31% 35% 28%

44% 69% 75% 83% 70% 63% 70% 68% 64% 72%

3% 2% 2% 0% 2% 2% 4% 1% 1% 0%

28% 33% 11% 13% 23% 24% 17% 21% 25% 30%

14% 23% 41% 29% 25% 21% 24% 31% 37% 13%

53% 35% 48% 51% 45% 55% 55% 49% 31% 49%

6% 8% 0% 7% 7% 0% 4% 0% 7% 7%

44% 69% 75% 83% 70% 63% 70% 68% 64% 72%

15% 9% 2% 2% 6% 8% 4% 6% 9% 8%

7% 7% 9% 5% 7% 7% 6% 9% 13% 4%

28% 10% 11% 9% 13% 19% 14% 15% 11% 14%

6% 5% 2% 1% 4% 2% 5% 1% 4% 2%
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Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Would like to move

Would rather stay where you are

Don't know / Refused

Somewhere else in Massachusetts

To another state in New England

Out of New England altogether

Don't know / Refused

Would not like to move

Somewhere else in Massachusetts

To another state in New England

Out of New England altogether

Don't know / Refused

Would you like to move somewhere else in 

Massachusetts, to another state in New 

England or out of New England altogether?

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE / TO WHERE.

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - BEING 

UNABLE TO MAINTAIN STD OF LIVING

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - NOT BEING 

ABLE TO AFFORD TO STAY IN 

CURRENT HOME

If you had the opportunity within the next 

few years, would you like to move out of 

your community, or would you rather stay 

where you are?

Less 

than 

$25k

$25-

$75k

$75-

$150k

More 

than 

$150k

High 

School 

or less

Some 

college, 

no 

degree

College 

graduate 

(BA/BS)

Advance

d degree

67 162 137 47 131 130 156 81

INCOME RANGES EDUCATION LEVEL

74% 71% 65% 48% 67% 64% 56% 66%

26% 29% 35% 52% 33% 36% 44% 34%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

64% 48% 29% 17% 52% 51% 24% 36%

36% 52% 69% 83% 48% 48% 73% 64%

0% 0% 3% 0% 1% 1% 3% 0%

29% 37% 23% 28% 31% 31% 30% 23%

70% 62% 72% 72% 69% 65% 69% 74%

1% 1% 5% 0% 1% 4% 1% 3%

13% 25% 33% 35% 20% 20% 29% 33%

33% 20% 33% 20% 30% 24% 15% 22%

51% 50% 34% 45% 49% 41% 53% 45%

2% 6% 0% 0% 2% 15% 3% 0%

70% 62% 72% 72% 69% 65% 69% 74%

4% 9% 7% 10% 6% 6% 9% 8%

10% 7% 8% 6% 9% 7% 5% 5%

15% 18% 8% 13% 15% 12% 16% 10%

1% 3% 5% 0% 1% 9% 1% 3%

This project sponsored by WBUR

More information including full question wording is available at WBUR.org Page 15 of 16



Massachusetts Statewide Poll of 500 Residents Field Dates: November 28-30, 2011

UNWEIGHTED COUNT Unweighted count

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Very / somewhat concerned

Not too / not at all concerned

Don't know / Refused

Would like to move

Would rather stay where you are

Don't know / Refused

Somewhere else in Massachusetts

To another state in New England

Out of New England altogether

Don't know / Refused

Would not like to move

Somewhere else in Massachusetts

To another state in New England

Out of New England altogether

Don't know / Refused

Would you like to move somewhere else in 

Massachusetts, to another state in New 

England or out of New England altogether?

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE / TO WHERE.

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - BEING 

UNABLE TO MAINTAIN STD OF LIVING

CONCERN FOR FUTURE - NOT BEING 

ABLE TO AFFORD TO STAY IN 

CURRENT HOME

If you had the opportunity within the next 

few years, would you like to move out of 

your community, or would you rather stay 

where you are?

Would 

not like 

to move

Somewh

ere else 

in 

Massach

usetts

Out of 

Massach

usetts

359 31 97

WOULD LIKE TO MOVE / 

WHERE

59% 74% 71%

41% 26% 29%

0% 0% 0%

42% 44% 50%

58% 56% 45%

% 0% 4%

0% 100% 100%

100% 0% 0%

0% 0% 0%

0% 100% 0%

0% 0% 34%

0% 0% 66%

0% 0% 0%

100% 0% 0%

0% 100% 0%

0% 0% 34%

0% 0% 66%

0% 0% 0%
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